Occupation year 7

What future for Iraq?

18-20 March 2009

Organized by the BRussells Tribunal, in cooperation with Vrede, 11.11.11, INTAL, the Halles de Schaerbeek, and the Beursschouwburg

European Parliament

Belgian Parliament

Les Halles de Schaerbeek

Beursschouwburg

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]11.be

NOORD-ZUIDPORTAAL



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]les halles



[image: image6.png]heurs

SCHOUWBURG




[image: image7.png]GUE/NGL

Gauche Unitaire Européenne/Gauche Verte Nordique
European United Left/Nordic Green Left

Groupe Parlementaire - Parliamentary Group
PARLEMENT EUROPEEN - EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT



[image: image8.png]Iraqi
Internatis
Initiative

i P
NN





Occupation year 7

What future for Iraq?

Over 100,000 US troops still occupy Iraq though the people — in Iraq and across the world — want them out. In Iraq, untold destruction is mirrored in five million Iraqis made refugees and over one million killed since 2003. While the new US administration has committed to end the war, it is for all who can act to ensure that it ends. Peace in Iraq depends on a sovereign Iraq, and that starts when the occupation ends.

Public opposition to the US-led war on Iraq has faded while the scale of the suffering of the Iraqi people is staggering, and politicians go on debating the pros and cons of ending the illegal US invasion. While the dependence of peace on the withdrawal of foreign troops is easy to articulate, what future exists for Iraq now is less easy to discern.

On the sad occasion of the 6th anniversary of the invasion, the BRussells Tribunal and its partners will bring this question to the fore in a series of events organized during three days: a hearing in the European Parliament, an informal discussion at the Belgian Federal Parliament, and two roundtable evenings at Les Halles de Schaerbeek and the Beursschouwburg.

“Occupation Year 7: What future for Iraq?” will address crucial themes: from the plight of Iraqi refugees to the future of Iraqi oil; from the humanitarian emergency caused by the war to the steps necessary to realize a democratic and peaceful Iraq. With Iraqi experts across a number of fields, panel discussions will cut through the slogans and expose the core issues.

The occupation of Iraq is intolerable. As the occupation enters its seventh year, the time is now to set a different agenda.

Organized by The BRussells Tribunal, in cooperation with Vrede, Intal, 11.11.11, the Halles de Schaerbeek and the Beursschouwburg

The BRussells Tribunal are intellectuals, artists and activists who denounce the logic of permanent war promoted by the American government and its allies, affecting for the time being particularly one region in the world: the Middle East. It started with a people's court against the PNAC and its role in the illegal invasion of Iraq, but continued ever since. It tries to be a bridge between the intellectual resistance in the Arab World and the Western peace movements.

EVENTS PROGRAM: 18-20 March 2009

18.03.2009: 14.00-18.00

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Conference on Iraq, EU Parliament, Room PHS 7C50.

Hosted by Vice-president of the European Parliament Luisa Morgantini

14.00: Iraq — a humanitarian disaster

Speakers: Omar Al-Kubaisy and Shannon Meehan

15.00: The question of oil

Speakers: Faleh Al-Khayat and Tareq Al-Duleimi

16.30: What future for Iraq?

Speakers: Abdul Ilah Albayaty, Omar Al-Kubaisy and Faleh Al-Khayat

Registration compulsory

19.03.2009

BELGIAN PARLIAMENT

12.00: Informal discussion with Belgian parliamentarians organized by MP Dirk Van Der Maelen

19.03.2009

LES HALLES DE SCHAERBEEK

20.30: “Apaches”, roundtable: “Iraq – the humanitarian disaster and the campaign of assassination of academics and intellectuals”

Speakers: Omar Al-Kubaisy, Abdul Ilah Albayaty, and Shannon Meehan

Free entry

Moderated by Lieven De Cauter and Hana al Bayaty

20.03.2009

BEURS

18.00: Action on the steps of the Beurs / La Bourse, in solidarity with the Iraqi people and for the end of the occupation of Iraq, 

BEURSSCHOUWBURG

20.00: Roundtable on Iraq — About oil and occupation

Speakers: Faleh Al-Khayat, Tareq Al-Duleimi, and Abdul Ilah Albayaty

Free entry

All events moderated by Hana Al Bayaty
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Coordination and press contact: Hana Al Bayaty, hanaalbayaty@gmail.com , +32 (0)488871408

For more information: www.brusselstribunal.org 

For attendance at the EU Parliament registration is compulsory

Non-parliamentary registration: Please send name and date of birth to info@brusselstribunal.org, before March 10th 2009.

	EU Parliament

60, rue Wiertz / Wiertzstraat 60

B 1047 Brussels

Room PHS 7C50
	Halles de Schaerbeek

www.halles.be 
Rue Royale Ste Marie 22b

1030 Schaerbeek 
Metro Botanique

	Beursschouwburg

www.beursschouwburg.be 
A. Ortsstraat 20 - 28

1000 Brussel
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BIOGRAPHIES OF THE SPEAKERS

Dr Omar Al Kubaysi

A Baghdad Medical College graduate, Kubayci’s first post-graduate diploma was in tropical medicine and hygiene from Liverpool University. He then obtained three scholarships for specialization and training in the UK. He became one of the most senior Iraqi cardiologist and surgeon. He was head of the Cardiac Department of Ibn Al Bitar Hospital and chief consultant physician in cardiology in Baghdad until he received threats to his life and left the country in 2005. He is now a visiting cardiologist at Al-Essra Cardiac Centre in Al-Essra Hospital, Amman, Jordan, specialized in treating Iraqi patients residing in Amman or coming from Iraq. He has published numerous medical articles and is — among others — a member of international cardiothoracic associations and of the Iraqi Medical Association since 1969, the Iraqi Cardiothoracic Society since 1978, as well as co-editor of the bulletin of the Iraqi Society for Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery.

Shannon Meehan

International Rescue Committee director for advocacy, Meehan has spent more than 17 years working in conflict zones around the world. She is a graduate of the University of Oregon in 1998 with a BSc in History and Economics. As a consultant for Refugees International and the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation, she conducted missions in Senegal, Guinea, Liberia, Cote D’Ivoire, Sudan, the DRC, Rwanda and in the Middle East (Kuwait, Jordan and Iraq). She is an expert on the humanitarian and protection needs of displaced populations and refugees.

Dr Faleh Al Khayat

A UK graduated engineer with an MSc and PhD in management, Khayat spent 37 years service in the Iraqi oil industry, the last 13 of which was as director general in the Ministry of Oil. He has resided in Jordan since July 2006 and is currently working as an international private energy consultant. He has written numerous articles and authored many knowledgeable reports about current issues the Iraqi oil industry is facing.

Tareq Al Dulaimi

Engaged in politics since 1956, he was a militant in most of the national Iraqi and Arab movements. He was subjected to arrest and imprisonment under all successive Iraqi regimes. An active partisan in several important fields, such as in student unions and the labor movement, he worked for two years with the peasant movement in the south of Iraq, mostly in the Arab marshes. He was a progressive leader in the socialist movement within Iraq and outside and active with the national Arab movement in South Yemen and over Palestine. He is now involved in political and journalistic work, and continues to work with the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine in the latter’s political and media centers. He has been for the past 40 years writing in a variety of Arab journals especially in As-Safir, the Lebanese daily. He has published numerous political essays and studies about Iraq.

Abdul Ilah Albayaty

Iraqi political analyst based in France since 1975. He began his political activity more than 50 years ago. Prominent among those who built the Iraqi Baath Party, in 1961 he led a leftist split and current within the party that insisted that the Arab revolution should be national, democratic and socialist, and that only the Arab laboring masses, not the Arab regimes, had an interest in this revolution. His position has always been that whenever there is a force or regime that is against imperialism and Zionism it should be supported, although independence from it should be protected so that the masses accomplish their own tasks in independence, democracy, Arab unity and socialism. He is an independent analyst and activist since 1962. His analysis and writings on Iraq and the Arab situation more broadly has reflected and informed a renaissance in Arab popular resistance. Abdul Ilah Albayaty  is a member of the BRussells Tribunal Executive Committee.

Muntadher Al Zaidi’s brother (expected):

Brother of the journalist who got fame by throwing his shoes at US President Bush on his last visit to Iraq before the end of his term. Muntadher has been detained on the spot and is reported of being subjected to degrading treatment and lack of proper legal representation while in custody. His brother is visiting Belgium to raise awareness about his plight, the human rights violations that Muntadher suffered and the appalling conditions of detainees more generally. We are very proud to host him.
MODERATOR

Hana Al Bayaty

A French/Iraqi analyst and activist born in France in 1979, she is currently based in Egypt. First studied political science and international relations at South Bank University in London and later completed a DESS in political documentary film making in France. She directed two documentary films, "Dar Al Salam", on the Palestinian question, and "On Democracy in Iraq", an archive of a meeting of the Iraqi opposition that rejected and condemned, in February 2003 in London, the illegal US invasion of Iraq and anticipated the failure of the US occupation. One of the organizers of The BRussells Tribunal hearing on the Project for a New American Century (PNAC) in April 2004, she is now a member of its Advisory Committee. She was a member of the World Tribunal on Iraq Jury of Conscience in June 2005 in Istanbul. She has written several opinion pieces exposing US genocidal policies in Iraq for Al-Ahram Weekly newspaper and is coordinator of the Iraqi International Initiative on Refugees (www.3iii.org).

